Tips for Buying on Ebay
1. Check out the item thoroughly by reading the description and/or contacting the seller.  If the item is being sold locally, ask if you can see it before bidding.

2. Try to bid on items that end at unpopular times (weekdays between 9.00am – 3.00pm also after 11.00pm everyday) there are far fewer bidders at these times and this can reflect in much lower prices.

3. PayPal is a good way of protecting your payment and the majority of sellers accept PayPal. However, some sellers prefer not to use PayPal and may offer other alternatives such as NoCheques or World Bank; these are both safe methods of payment.  It is not recommended that you pay a private seller with a credit/debit card.  If paying buy cheque the seller might wait until the cheque clears before dispatching the goods.  Never send cash.

4. If visiting the seller before the auction ends take some cash and make them an offer, you may save yourself a few quid.

5. Check out the cost of postage, some sellers sell items really cheap but load the price on to the postage.
6. If buying from outside of the EU remember that items over a certain price will be subject to import duty and may be seized until such time the duty is paid, checkout the latest customs rules at www.hmrc.gov.uk or visit Ebay’s own information on the subject at; http://pages.ebay.co.uk/help/policies/importation.html 
7. Just because something is for sale on Ebay does not mean that it is legal to own such item in the UK (swords, knives, etc).
8.  Don’t get carried away when bidding, set a price that you are willing to bid up to and keep to it.
9. Don’t place a bid too early, many people wont bid on an item that has no bids on, bidding early could start a bidding frenzy.  Try to bid as late as possible preferably within the last minute and place the maximum bid you are willing to go to.

10. When placing a bid try not to use round values (50p, £100 etc). Use values like £10.01 instead of £10.00 or £12.21 instead of £12.00 as most people tend to bid in round values.
11. Both Ebay and Paypal make no charge to the buyer.  All fees are the sellers responsibility. 

